














Atlantic Legal filed a friend of the court brief in D i x o n  v .  F o r d  M o t o r  C o m 

p a n y an important case involving the admissibility of medical causation 
testimony in Maryland.

The case arises from claims that Joan Dixon developed pleural meso
thelioma as a result of her exposure to asbestos from different products. 
She claims to have been directly exposed to asbestos while person
ally performing drywall sanding work and cleaning up after renovation 
projects at her home and other construction projects. Mrs. Dixon also 
claims to have been secondarily exposed to asbestos-containing dust 
brought home in work clothes worn by her husband while he worked as 
a construction worker and auto repair mechanic. Mr. Dixon testified that 
95% of the cars he worked on were Ford cars and that all of the replace
ment brakes were purchased from a Ford dealer.

The Foundation’s brief considers the “junk science” that the trial court allowed into evidence from plaintiffs 
isation expert, namely, that “every exposure is a substantial contributing factor,” This is the same issue 

hich the Foundation has briefed in Pennsylvania, Illinois and California.

.a argue that there is no scientific basis for the “every exposure” theory, that there are numerous epidemio
logical studies contradicting that theory, and that even notoriously cautious government agencies, such as 
the EPA, have found that the type of asbestos used in automobile brakes has an almost zero probability of 
causing mesothelioma.

Challenges to 
Admissibility of Junk 
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Foundation Honors William Swanson
and Richard Wilson

“Business’ Critical Role in STEM 
Education for U.S. Competitiveness”
W illiam  Swanson
Chairman and CEO of Raytheon Company

It is an honor to be here tonight, and to be recognized by the Atlantic Legal Foundation 
[ with its Annual Award. Thank you for this tremendous recognition.

I Reading through the names of the past award recipients, it really means a lot to me 
| to be in such esteemed company.

I I’d also like to congratulate Dr. Wilson on his Lifetime Achievement Award.

I realize I’m outnumbered as an engineer in a room full of lawyers, but we’re really 
| not all that different.

In fact, engineers and lawyers have a lot in common.

; • We take the complicated and make it simple
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